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WELCOME TO THE
PHONICS AND

READING
WORKSHOP



PHONICS



Evidence shows that
teaching phonics is the
best way to teach
children to read words,
e.g., the EEF considers
phonics to be one of the
most secure and best-
evidenced areas of
pedagogy,
recommending all
schools use a
systematic approach to
teaching it.



"If a child memorized
ten words, the child can
only read ten words,
but if a child learns the
sounds of ten letters,
the child will be able to
read 350 three-sound
words, 4,320 four-
sound words, and
21,650 five-sound
words."



DID YOU KNOW....?

The English Language has
26 letters
44 sounds
over 100 ways to spell those sounds

English is one of the most complicated European languages to learn to read and
spell. Finnish, for example, has 1:1 correspondence with only 21-23 sounds to learn.



Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word. ​
For example, in the word 'cat' there are three phonemesc/a/t.​

​
Grapheme: the written representation of a sound. ​

​
Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ inthe word

'shop'. ​
​

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/in the word
'night'. ​

​
Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one ormore

consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the word 'cake'. 



SPELLING
ENCODING

READING
DECODING



Fidelity to the scheme
Keep up not catch up
In class intervention

ELS PRINCIPLES 
We use a simple, consistent approach
to teaching phonics.​
We have mnemonics and rhymes to
support learning and recall​
We teach phonics every single day
from the first days of Reception.
Lots of opportunities for oral
blending- /c/ /oa/ /t/ ​
We teach the ‘code’ for reading,
alongsideteaching vocabulary.



We want children to create a strong orthographic map. This means that they learn
sounds spelt by the letters or groups of letters in each word.  
To read fluently, or well, we need a strong orthographic map. 

To consistently recognise that the <ea> in bread spells /e/we need to read it at
least 4 times. This means we need toread the word many times to build fluency for
reading. 









TEAMWORK
CHALLENGE

Identify graphemes representing
the same phoneme.

Turn the card over and read the
saying to identify the gpc and then
try to find a match.

SAME PHONEME
DIFFERENT
GRAPHEME





SCHOOL READING BOOKS AT HOME
To begin, children are only reading from books that are entirely decodable​.
Your child should be able to read their book confidently​.
We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’after the sound)​.
We want them to practise reading their book 3 times across the week working on
these skills:​

 decode​
 fluency​
 expression

Moving on from phonics books children do not need to read three times as they
should have a better level of fluency and can work on the expression straightaway.
Ask questions about what they are reading to build comprehension alongside.

‘IF YOUR CHILD VIEWS THEMSELVES AS A ‘GOOD READER’ WHEN THEY
LEAVE PRIMARY SCHOOL THEY ARE MORE LIKELY TO EARN A HIGHER

SALARY IN THEIR 40S.’



INTERVENTION







SPELLING



r ai n



SPELLING
THROUGH THE SCHOOL

EYFS and KS1 teach Essential Letters and
Sounds daily to their whole class. Teachers
reinforce spelling patterns and tricky words
throughout the school day. All teachers use
Essential Letters and Sounds to underpin the
teaching of spelling. KS2 teach one to two
discrete spelling lessons a week; one breaking
down the grapheme phoneme correspondences
looking particularly at unusual correspondences
and emphasising groups of similar words and the
other lesson teaching specific spelling rules or
spellings identified through formative
assessment e.g. an editing lesson. 



SPELLING
THROUGH THE SCHOOL
 
Spelling Home learning

EYFS- Focus sounds sent home weekly
KS1 and 2 – Five to ten spellings per week

Spellings may be taken from the Essential
Letters and Sounds programme, the national
curriculum word lists or based on a specific
rule or weakness. 
The children will be assessed through
dictated sentences each week. 



KS2



ENCOURAGING
READING AND
READING FOR

PLEASURE





WHAT THE RESEARCH
SHOWS

Reading for pleasure at home is associated with better performance in vocabulary and mathematics. A
large-scale analysis found that Reading for Pleasure improves literacy skills, including reading
comprehension, writing ability, grammar, and vocabulary. It also fosters positive attitudes toward reading,
boosts self-confidence, and increases general knowledge (Clark & Rumbold, 2006). An analysis of the
1970 British Cohort Study showed that children who were read to frequently at age 5 had higher
vocabulary and math scores by age 16. It also found that children who developed their own reading habits
early (by age 10) showed significant cognitive growth between ages 10 and 16. Importantly, reading for
pleasure was more strongly linked than parental education to cognitive progress (Sullivan & Brown,
2015)
An analysis of the Millenium Cohort Study showed that children who regularly read for pleasure at age 7
were less likely to show hyperactivity or inattention by age 11 compared to those who rarely read. It was
also associated with positive social behaviour and fewer emotional difficulties (Mak & Fancourt, 2020).
Another analysis showed that developing a reading habit early in childhood is linked to better sleep,
reduced attention problems, and lower screen time. It also lowers the risk of mental health issues while
boosting well-being and resilience in teenagers (Jun et al, 2023).



HOW?
 
Be a role model
(especially males).

 
Start small but
consistent.

 
Bedtime stories.

More than just
books.



QUESTIONS



THANK YOU FOR
LISTENING! 

Don't hesitate to ask any questions!


