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Key Vocabulary 
Break A stand alone section in the piece of 

music 
Call and Response The leader begins a phrase, the band 

copy, or answer. 
Ostinato Short, repeated pattern 
Syncopation Off beat rhythm 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical Terms 
Beat/ 
Pulse 

The steady pulse that keeps going through a piece 
of music like a clock. 

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. 
Tempo How fast or slow the music is. The tempo can 

change during a piece of music. 
Dynamics How loud or quiet music sounds. Dynamics can 

change during a piece of music. 
Texture Sections where there are fewer performers and 

sections where there are more performers. 
Pitch How high or low a note sounds. 

Listening 
Samba examples  

The Little Train of the Caipira Villa Lobos 

The Young Person’s Guide to the 
Orchestra 

Britten 

Joc cu Bata from Romanian Folk 
Dances 

Bartok 

Adagio for Strings Barber 
Anthem Lucy Pankhurst 

What is samba? 

Samba is a lively style of music and dance from Brazil.  

 It combines African rhythms, Portuguese influences, and 
Brazilian culture.  

Samba is often heard during the Rio Carnival, one of the 
biggest festivals in the world. 

School Composer of the Month 
Music of the Philippines 

Singing 
Our Dustbin I love the flowers 
Count your blessings  

Samba Instruments 

Surdo Large, deep-sounding bass drum 
Tamborim Small hand drum played with a stick 
Agogô Metal bells (usually two) 
Caixa Snare drum 

Ganzá / Shaker Metal or woven shaker 

Whistle (Apito) Used by the leader 
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