
Year 1 Curriculum Overview 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic From a Tiny Seed 
(Memory Box) 

Celebrations 
(Rio de Vida) 

Enchanted Woodland  Moon Zoom 
 

Paws, claws and whiskers  Bright lights, Big cities 

Focus Biology -Science/PHCE Geography and 

History 

Biology -Science DT  Art and Design Geography and 
History (Beyond living 
memory) 

Trips    Alice Holt & adjoining 
woodland 

 Life Bus Marwell Zoo  

Hook Watch real caterpillars 
grow and change in our 
classroom. Finish our topic 
with a picnic 

 Carnival Day  School Trip An alien has landed! 
Crash scene detective 
work. 

 Royal Tea Party and a 
day of activities 

Class Texts Once there were Giants 
Martin Wadell 
Monkey Puzzle – Julia 
Donaldson 
Owl Babies-Martin Wadell 
Alan Ahlberg- Peepo,  
The Baby Catalogue 
Alfie and Grandma- Shirley 
Hughes 
Jack and the Beanstalk. 
Maximus and the 
beanstalk. 
Handa’s Surprise 

Brazilian myths and 
legends. 
Jolly Christmas 
postman 

King of the tiny things 
Jeanne Willis 
Mary and the twelve 
months Folk 
The Gruffalo Julia 
Donaldson  

 
 

Man on the Moon 
Simon Bartran (Literacy 
Evolve) 
Sam Sam (Literacy 
Evolve) 
Something Else 
Katherine Cave 
(Literacy Evolve) 
Beegu – Alexis Deacon 

Class 2 at the Zoo (Literacy 
Evolve) 

Dear Zoo- Rod Campbell 
Arrrrghhhh Spider (Literacy 

Evolve) 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear- Eric 

Carle 
Tiger Who Came Tea- Judith 

Kerr 
 

Katie goes to London 
 
Cinderella 
 
Katie Morag story 
book. 

 

History Recognise the difference 

between past and present 

in their own lives 

Grandparents 

questionnaire  

 

Sequence events in their 

own lives 

Guy Fawkes and the 
gunpowder plot.  
Investigating changes in 
history within living 
memory. 
Toys now and then 

 History of space travel 
and time line activity.  
 
Significant figure- Tim 
Peake and Helen 
Sharman. 

 The Great fire of 

London 

Know about an 

event that 

happened before 

they were born 
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Geography Learn where some of our 
foods come from and why 
linked to picnic 

Human and physical 

geography of Brazil. 

Plot UK and Brazil on 

world maps – extend to 

other countries.  

Compare West End and 

Rio de Janerio 

Investigate life in 

Flavelas in Rio and 

linking to the rights of 

the child. 

 Investigate satellite 

images and photos 

taken from space to 

explore different 

planets 

Using picture map to plan and 
follow route on map of 
Marwell Zoo. 
 
Using and making maps, 
describing physical features 

Barnaby Bear in Wales. 
Katie Morag- Scotland. 
Northern Ireland – 
Giants causeway, 
landmarks 
Wales – Cardiff  
 
Look at a map or the 
UK and the countries 
that make up the UK. 
 
Investigate the UK 
including; maps, 
countries, capital 
cities, and human 
geography. 
 
Identify the difference 
between a town and 
city 
 
 

Science Biology - Animals including 
humans 
Identify basic body parts 
and our senses.  
Look at how animals and 
plants grow and change and 
explore lifecycles. Explore 
the butterfly lifecycle first 
hand. 
Reflecting and observing 
and the changes in since 
babyhood.  
Cross curricular link with 
PSHE looking at wants and 
needs for humans. 
 

Let’s investigate- What 
makes the loudest 
sound? 
 

Seasonal Changes 
through Forest Friday 
LTI: How do leaves 
change? 
 

Biology - Plants  
Research plants- what 
they need to grow and 
parts of a flowering plant - 
Deciduous and Evergreen 
Woodland animal fact 
files- asking and answering 
questions including diet 
and habitat.  
Recording woodland walk 
through the senses  
Living/Non-Living 
 
Let’s investigate- Do fir 
cones know it’s raining? 
 

Let’s investigate- How 

does it   Move? 

Exploring the solar 

system through cross 

curricular links  

 

Materials  

Identifying and naming 

materials  

 

Working Scientifically – 

Sumer Focus: 

Performing Simple 

tests 

 

 Biology - Animals including 

humans  

Identify and compare common 

animals 

Animal classification 

Let’s investigate- Who’s poo? 

(omnivore, herbivore, 

carnivore) 

Amphibian, Mammal, fish, bird 

and reptile classification 

 

Let’s investigate- What is 

camouflage for? 

Marwell Zoo trip including 

workshop on classification and 

Chemistry - Everyday 
Materials 
 
Investigating building 
materials- cross 
curricular link with 
History great fire of 
London and fairy tale 
houses 
 
Materials  

Naming materials – 

investigating which 

materials would be 

used to build specific 

things and why 
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Working Scientifically – 
Autumn Focus: Asking 
simple questions 
 
Seasonal Changes through 
Forest Friday 

Seasonal Changes 
through Forest Friday 
Working Scientifically – 
Spring Focus: Observing 
and predicting 

Seasonal Changes 
through Forest Friday 
 

preservation of species. 

 
Seasonal Changes through 
Forest Friday 
 

  
Seasonal Changes 
through Forest Friday 

PSHE What is PSHE? Class 
charters. UNICEF Rights of 
the child.  
Leader In Me intro 
What makes us healthy 
and happy as we grow and 
change.  
Celebrating friends and 
families. 
SCARF  

Anti-Bullying Week 
Special times, 
understanding 
differences, what is fair 
and unfair? 
Leader In Me 
SCARF 

Feeling positive and 

looking after the 

environment. 

Leader In Me 

SCARF 

Life Bus 
We will be celebrating 
difference, creating 
aspirations and setting 
goals 
Leader In Me 
SCARF 

Caring for animals 

and kindness 

Leader In Me 

SCARF 

Right and 
Responsibilities, living in 
the wider world, special 
people. 
Leader In Me 
SCARF 

RSE     NSPCC PANTS and 

body parts. 

 

Indoor PE  Gym – Twinkl traditional 
tales 
Listening to instructions  
Changing shape, height 
and speed 

Twinkl- Starry skies 
(dance) 
Dance with an object 
Use my body to express 
Move in different ways 
Make different shapes 
Dance in formation 
 
Xmas dances 
 

Dance- Samba moves 
Copy and repeat 
Awareness of beat 
Change speed 
Perform ideas 
 

Twinkl- Starry skies 
(dance)  
Dance sequences 
Dance with an object 
Use my body to express 
Move in different ways 
Make different shapes 
Dance in formation 
 

Twinkl- Amazing animals (gym 
low level) 
Jumps  
Rolls 
Linking movements 

Twinkl- Salute to the 
Sun (Yoga) 
Balance  
Flow – sequence 

Breathing 

Games 
Specialist  
Complete 
Coaching  

Skills Focus: Invasion 
Play simple invasion 
games of attack and 
defence. 
Describe some basic rules 
and the way to score 
Balance, Coordination, 
Agility 

Skills: Athletic 
Run at fast, medium 
and slow speed,  
Change direction 
Link running and 
jumping with fluency 
and control. 
Create and repeat linked 

Skills Focus: Invasion 
(ball) 
Basic underarm rolling, 
hitting and some 
overarm skills 
Intercept, retrieve, track 
different equipment 
Moving in line with a ball 

Skills Focus: Sports day 
combination of all 
physical activity areas. 
Basic underarm rolling, 
hitting and some 
overarm skills 
 
Throwing receiving 

Skills Focus: Net and wall / 
Strike and field 
Stability, Locomotion and 
Object control.  
Collaboration, Communication 
Basic underarm rolling, hitting 
and some overarm skills 
Quadkids power and 

Skills Focus: Athletics 
 Run at fast, medium and 
slow speed  

Change direction 
Link running and 
jumping with fluency 
and control. 
Create and repeat 
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Travel, send, receive and 
strike.  Making decisions 
Tournament – competitive 
play 
 
 

jumps  
Take part in relay 
Compare running, 
sending and jumping 
and understand how to 
improve on 
performance 

Send, receive, strike 
Deciding on position to 
mark 

catching. 
 
 

momentum  
Quadkids, throwing  

linked jumps  
Take part in relay 
Compare running, 
sending and jumping 
and understand how to 
improve on 
performance 

Outdoor 
Learning  

Forest Friday 

Rules, boundaries and 

safety 

Observing Seasonal changes 

Making animal shelters 

Releasing butterflies 

  Transient Art (Andy 

Goldsworthy) 

  Bulb planting 

  Insect sculptures  

Damper bread sticks 

making using         foraged 

berries 

Forest Friday 
Observing Seasonal 
changes – Snow 
sculptures weather 
permitting 
Let’s investigate- How 

do leaves change? 

(CORNERSTONES) 

Leaf identification and 

observations 

Making bird seed cakes 

Care of our woods – 

litter picking 

Stick Man – Making 2D 

characters 

Colour sorting of leaves 

Christmas plant hunt 

Hot chocolate making 

 

 

Forest Friday 
Observing Seasonal 
changes – snow 
sculptures 
Clay hedgehogs  
Clay boggart 
Visiting the large 
woodland- 
Observe evergreen and 
deciduous trees 
Observational drawings of 
leaves 
Explore a tree 
Woodland treasures hunt 
Senses walk 
Woodland crown making 
(instructions) 
Smores making at fire pit 
(recall rules) 
Acting out Mary and the 
Twelve Months with 
found objects 
Parts of a tree sculpture 

Forest Friday  
Observing Seasonal 
changes 
mini beasts and insects 
focus 
Making elderflower 
cordial after foraging 
Identifying minibeasts 
Camouflage 
investigation 
 

Forest Friday 
Observing Seasonal changes: 
Snow sculptures 
Spring- catkins and buds focus 
Looking for signs of spring 
Let’s Investigate: What’s in a 
bud? 
Making a nest challenge 
Pizza making 
Class 2 at the zoo animal 
enclosures and sign writing 

Forest Friday 
Observing Seasonal 
changes 
Hot dog making  
Natural map of outdoor 
area 

French 
 

Introduction to French 
Greetings – Salut, Au 
revoir…. Numbers 1-10 
Traditional songs and 
rhymes 

Introduction to French 
Greetings – Salut, Au 
revoir…. Numbers 1-10 
Traditional songs and 
rhymes 

Cont numbers 
ça Va Saying Name 
Traditional songs and 
rhymes 

Colours 
Traditional songs and 
rhymes Food tasting and 
naming? 

 

Cont numbers 
ça Va Saying Name 
Traditional songs and rhymes 

Colours 
Traditional songs and 
rhymes Food tasting 
and naming? 
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Art Van Gogh – Sunflower 
pictures 
Self portraits - pencils and 
oil pastels Transient Art 
(Andy Goldsworthy) – FF 
learning 
 
 

Carnival masks – 3D Use natural materials to 
make outdoor art inspired 
by Andy Goldsworthy  
Clay Boggarts 
Large scale outdoor 
collage 
 

We will be looking at 

famous artists work to 

see how they represent 

outer space and the 

Solar system and making 

3D models/pictures of 

our own 

Andy Warhol – moon 

landing astronaut ink 

wash 

Eric Carle – paint and collage 
Andy Warhol 
 

Cityscapes – paint and 

charcoal Build 

structures.  

 

Design Make a healthy soup for a 
Grandparent’s picnic 

Design a shaker or 
drum for use in use in 
a Brazilian carnival. 
Make instruments by 
selecting materials. 
U/A cutting & joining 
skills 
Make healthy version 
of Brigadeiros 
(Brazalian bon-hons). 

To make a den for a 

woodland animal from 

natural materials 

Make & evaluate a 

moving book with a 

lever using plan. 

Assemble, join and 

combine including 

scissor, card, glue and 

tape.  

Design an animal home in a tray 
outdoors 

Free choice- 
Construction of London 
landmarks using 
different construction 
kits  
Make a new bridge for 
London 

R.E. 
Taught by PPA 
staff 

Why is the Bible an 
important book for 
Christians?  
Why do Christians pray? 

Christmas Y1: Why is 
Christmas important to 
Christians? 

Who is Jesus? 
Why did Jesus tell 
parables? 

? Easter Y1: What do eggs 
have to do with Easter? 
 

Who is Allah and how do 
Muslims worship him? 
What is important for Muslim 
families 

Why should we look 
after our world? 

 

Extra 
Computing 

Becoming familiar with the 
computer suite. Logging on 
using user names and 
passwords. Use of Painter 
program. Exploring the 
garden centre in Simple City 
(Purplemash). 

 Online safety. 
Use of the Purple Mash 
program to create 
graphics and text pieces 
inspired by our woodland 
experiences. 

Data handling using the 
Purple mash Program.  

Online safety Online safety 

Computing 
Purple Mash 

Exploring purple Mash 
  
Grouping and Sorting   Unit 
1.2 
2 Weeks    

 Pictograms Unit 1.3 
 3 Weeks 
 
 Builders Unit 1.4 
 3 Weeks 

Explorers 
Unit 1.5 3 Weeks 

Animated Story Books 
Unit 1.6 5 Weeks  
 

 Coding  
Unit 1.7 6 Weeks 
Spreadsheets 1.8 3 weeks 

Unit 1.8 3 Weeks 
Technology Outside 
School 
Unit 1.9 2 Weeks 
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Computing 
Online safety 

Self-Image and Identity Online relationships 
Online reputation 

Online Bullying Managing online 
information 
Health, Well-being and 
lifestyle 

Privacy and Security Copyright and 
ownership 

Music 
 

Contrasting Sounds 
Distinguish between high 
and low sounds, loud and 
quiet and smooth and 
jumpy.  
Explore lullabies and 
compare with music 
todays music 
(Teaching KS1 Music Ann 
Bryant Blue Book) 

Carnival music and 

percussion and 

Christmas songs. 

 

Resources: Saint-

Saens Carnival of the 

Animals 

Campfire songs, listen 

to bird song and 

woodland sounds.  

Add percussion to our 

story retelling using 

rhythm and beat. 

 

Rhythm Building – 

Anne Bryant KS1 

music 

Blue books – 

Summer 1 

Learning 3 note values – 

short, medium and long 

(Anne Bryant KS1 Music (Blue 

Book) Continue from Autumn 

1) 

  

Performing, 

evaluating and 

improvising  

 

Maths  
White Rose 
Yr 1 use 
Primary stars 

Place Value 
Addition and Subtraction 

Shape  
Place Value (Within 20) 

 Addition and Subtraction 
 Place Value (within 50) 

Length and Height   Multiplication and Division 
 Fractions 
 Position and Direction 
 Place Value (within 100) 

Money 

 Time  

Weight and Volume 


