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What I should already know

e All events leading up to, during and after The Great Fire
of London in 1666.

e Events beyond living memory that are significant
nationally or globally

What I will know by the end of this unit

e The Black Death: 14" Century England, The Plague. The
plague could wipe out the population of a town within
weeks. By the end of 1665, 100,000 people had died in
London. When a household became infected the house was
sealed, which meant nobody could leave or enter the
building. This meant people would die. Any house where
there was plague had a black cross on the front door, along
with the words “Lord have mercy on us’

e How did it Spread? Some doctors blamed poisonous air,
which they said infected people. Others blamed farm
animals for carrying the plague. However, the plague was
spread by rats.

e How did the rats spread it? The rats carried fleas, which
carried the bacteria to people by biting them. Humans
infested each other by coughing and sneezing. This caused
the plague to spread extremely quickly.

e The Peasants Revolt: Also known as Wat Tylers Rebellion
(1381), the first great popular rebellion in English history.
Its immediate cause was the imposition of the unpopular
poll tax of 1381, which brought to a head the economic
discontent that had been growing since the middle of the
century.

e Social Hierarchy: The feudal system and key features of the
social hierarchy in 14™ century England.

o The Black Death: The spread of the disease from the East.
The spread from country to country. The symptoms of the
Black Death (vomiting, buboes, sweating).

e The Peasants Revolt: the factors leading to the revolt. Who
was Watt Tyler and the events leading up to the killing of
Tyler
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o How did the plague end? The great plague in London lasted
until the Autumn of 1666. A very cold spell of weather killed
off the fleas and bacteria. Also, in 1666, the Great Fire of
London destroyed many of the rat-infested buildings.

e Social Hierarchy: Kings, Knights, Barons, nobles, peasants
(definition of each role in society)




